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Silkworm, n. f [fidk and worm.'] The worm that fpins filk. 
GraGoppers eat up the green of whole countries, and filk- 
worins devour leaves fwiftly. Bacon’s Natural Hi/lory. 

Broad were the banners, and of fnowy hue, 

A purer web the filk-worm never drew. 

Si'licy. adj. [from filk .] 

1. Made of filk. 

2. Soft; pliant. 

Thefe kind of knaves, in plainnefs. 

Harbour more craft, and more corrupter ends 
Than twenty filky ducking obfervants, 

That flretch their duties nicely. Shakefpcare’ s K. Lear. 

Sill, n.f [ pyl, Sax. fiueil, French ; fiude, Dutch; fulgan , to 
found, Gothick.] The timber or ftone at the foot of the door. 
The farmer’s goofe, 

Grown fat with corn and fitting ftill. 

Can fcarce get o’er the barn-door fill : 

And hardly waddles forth. Swift. 

Si'llabub. n.f [This word has exercifed the etymologifts. 
Min few thinks it corrupted from fwillingbubbles. Junius 
omits it. Henjhaw, whom Skinner follows, deduces it from 
the Dutch fulle , a pipe, and buyck , a paunch ; becaufe filla- 
bubs are commonly drunk through a fpout, out of a jug with 
a large belly. It feems more probably derived from efiil, in old 
Englifh vinegar, efil a bouc , vinegar for the mouth, vinegar 
made pleafant.] Curds made by milking upon vinegar. 

Joan takes her neat rubb’d pail, and now 
She trips to milk the fand-red cow ; 

Where, for fome fturdy foot-ball fwain, 

Joan flrokes a fillabub or twain. 

A feaft. 

By fome rich farmer’s wife and filler drelf. 

Might be refembled to a fick man’s dream. 

Where all ideas huddling run fo fall, 

That fllabubs come firft, and foups the Ialt. 

Si'llily. adv. [from filly.] In a filly manner ; limply; foolilhly. 
I wonder, what thou and I 
Did, till we lov’d ? were we not wean’d till then. 

But fuck’d on childilh pleafures fllily ? 

Or number’d we in the feven fleepers den ? Donne. 

We are caught as fllily as the bird in the net. L’ Eft range. 

Do, do, look fllily, good colonel; ’tis a decent melan¬ 
choly after an abfolute defeat. Dryden’s Spauijh Friar. 

Silliness, n.f.[from filly.] Simplicity; weaknefs; harmlefsfolly. 
The fillynefs of the perfon does not derogate from the dig¬ 
nity of his chara&er. _ L’Ejirange. 

Si'lly. adj. [ ftelig, German. Skinner.] 

1. Harmlefs; innocent; inoffenfive ; plain; artlefs» 

2. Weak; helplefs. 

After long ftorms. 

In dread of death and dangerous difmay. 

With which my filly bark was tolled fore, 

I do at length defery the happy Ihore. 

3. Foolilh; v/itlefs. 

Perhaps their loves, or elfe their fheep, 

Was that did their filly thoughts fo bufy keep. 

The meanelt fubje&s cenfure the adlions of the greatcll 
prince; the Jilhejl fervants, of the wife!! mailer. Temple. 

I have no difcontent at living here; befides what arifes 
from a filly fpirit of liberty, which I refolve to throw off. Swift. 

Such parts of writings as are llupid or_/?//)’, fade or mifta- 
ken, Gould become fubjecls of occafional criticifm. Watts. 
Si'llyhow. n.f. [Perhaps from yebj, happy, and beop, the 
head.] The membrane that covers the head of the feetus. 

Great conceits are raifed, of the membranous covering 
called the fillyhow , fometimes found about the heads of chil¬ 
dren upon their birth. Browns Vulgar Errours. 

Silt. n.f. Mud ; flime. 

Several trees of oak and fir Hand in firm earth below 
the moor, near Thorny, in all probability covered by inunda¬ 
tion, and the fit and moorilh earth exaggerated upon them .Hale. 
Sj'lvan. adj. [from felva, Latin.] Woody; full of woods. 
Betwixt two rows of rocks, a filvan fcene 
Appears above, and groves for ever green. Dryden. 

Si'lver. n.f [ycolpej-i, Saxon; filver, Dutch.]. _ 

1. Silver is a white and hard metal, next in weight to 

go l d . Watts’s Logick. 

2. Any thing of foft fplendour. 

Pallas, piteous of her plaintive cries, 

In Humber clos’d her filver -flreaming eyes. rope. 

3. Money made of filver. 

Si'lver. adj. 

1. Made of filver. 

Put my filver cup in the fack’s mouth. Lien. xliv. 2. 

Hence had the huntrefs Dian her dread bow. 

Fair//Aw-Gafted queen for ever chalte. ? Milton. 

The filver-fr\afrod goddefs of the place. Pope s Sdyffcy. 

White like filver. 

Gf all the race of filver- winged flies 
Was none more favourable, nor more fair, 
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Old Salifbury, Game to thy filver hair, 

Thou mad mifleader of thy brain-fick fon. 

The great in honour are not always wife, 

Nor judgment under filver treffes lies. 

Others on filver -lakes and rivers bath'd 
Their downy bread. 

3. Having a pale luftre. 

So fweet a kifs the golden fun gives not 
- To thofe frefh morning drops upon the rofe, 

As thy eye beams, when their frefh rays have fmote 
The night of dew that on my cheeks down flows; 

Nor fhines the filver moon one half fo bright, 

Through the tranfpaient bofom of the deep, 

As doth thy face through tears of mine give light. Shake Peart 

4. Soft of voice. This phrafe is Italian, voce argentina. 

From all their groves, which with the heavenly noifes. 
Of their fweet inftruments were wont to found, 

And th’ hollow hills, from which their filver voices 
Were wont redoubled ecchoes to rebound, 

Did now rebound with nought but rueful cries, 

And yelling fhrieks thrown up into the fkies. 

It is my love that calls upon my name, 

How filver fweet found lovers tongues by night, 

Like fofteft mufick to attending ears. 

To Si'lver. v. a. [from the noun.] 

1. To cover fuperficially with filver. 

There be fools alive, I wis. 

Silver’d o’er, and fo was this. Shakefpeore. 

The fplendour of filver is more pleafing to fome eyes, than 
that of gold ; as in cloth of filver, and filver d rapiers. Bacon, 
Silvering will fully and canker more than gilding. Bacon, 
A gilder fhewed me a ring filver’d over with mercurial fumes, 
which he was then to reftore to its native yellow. Boyk. 

2. To adorn with mild luftre. 

Here retir’d the finking billows fleep, 

And fmiling calmnefs filver d o’er the deep. Pope. 

Si'lverbeater. n.f. [filver and beat.] One that foliates fil¬ 
ver. 

Silverbeaters chufe the fineft coin, as that which is moft ex- 
tenfive under the hammer. Boyle. 

Si'lverling. n. ft. 

A thoufand vines, at a thoufand filverlings, Gall be for briars 
and thorns. Ijalah vii. 23. 

Si'lverly. adv. [from filver.] With the appearance of fd- 
ver. 

Let me wipe off this honourable dew 
That flverly doth progrefs on thy cheeks. Shakefpcare. 
Silversmith, n. f. [fiver and fmith.] One that works in 
filver. 

Demetrius a filverfmith, made Grines for Diana. Aids xix. 
Si'lverthistle. U r p ]ants . 

Si'lverweed. 3 

Silvertree. n.f [conocarpoclenclron, Latin.] A plant. 

The leaves throughout the year are of a fine filver colour; 
it hath an apetalous flamineous flower, which is furrounded 
by a number of long leaves immediately under the flowcr-cup, 
which confifts of five narrow leaves; thefe are fucceeded by 
cones, in Gape like thofe of the larchtree; the feeds are each 
of them included in a fquare cell,. Milla . 

Silvery, adj. [from fiver.] Befprinkled with filver. 

A gritty ftone, with fmall fpangles of a wliit efilvery talc 
& Woodward on Fcjjds. 

Of all th’ enamel’d race whofe filv’ry wing 
W^aves to the tepid zephyrs of*the fpring. 

Once bris;hteft Gin’d this child of heat and air. DuiiLicid. 
Si'mar. n.f. [fimarre, French.] A woman’s robe. 

The ladies drefs’d in rich fimars were feen, 

Of Florence Yattin, flower’d with white and green. Dryden. 

Si'milar. \adi. f flmilairc , French; from fimihs, Latin.] 
Si'milary. 5 

1. Homogeneous ; having one part like another. 

Minerals appear to the eye to be perfe&ly/wAr, as meta^, 
or at leaft to conftft but of two or three diftmcft ingredients, 

• 1 JjO \ It' * 

as cinnabar. J 

2. Refembling; having refemblance. , 

The laws of England, relative to thofe matters, were lie 
original and exemplar from whence thofe fimtlar or parallel 
laws nf Scotland were derived. Hale's Hiji. «f Com. Law of 
Similarity. n.f. [from fimilar .] Likenefs. . • 

The blood and chyle are intimately mixed, and by atm 
tion attenuated ; by which the mixture acquires a gn*«°- 
gree of fluidity and fmilarit h or homogene, ty^ofja^- 

Si'mile. 71. f. [. fimile, Latin.] A comparifon by which any 
thing is illuftrated or aggrandized. 

Their rhimes. 

Full of proteft, of oath, and big compare. 

Want Lite. Shakefpcare s Troilus and C 

Lucentio flip’d me, like his greyhound, 

Which runs himfelf, and catches for lus matter . . 

A good iWAifimile, but fomething curriG. J 
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In argument, 
Similes are like fongs in love, 


They much deferibe ; they nothing prove. Pnoi. 

Poets, to give a loofe to a warm fancy, not only expatiate 
in their fimiles, but introduce them too frequently. G arils. 

Similitude, n.f. [fimilitude, French; Jimilitudo, Latin.J 

1 Likenefs; refemblance. 

Slmilitud’ offubftance would caufe attraction, woeie the 

body is wholly freed from the motion of g ra y I(; yj for th fft j ead 
l,U draw lead Bacon's Natural Hiftory. 

Our immortal fouls, while righteous, are by God himfelt 
beautified with the title of his own image and fimilitude. Kal. 

Let us make man in our image, man 
In our fimilitude, and let them rule 

Over the fifli and fowl. . Milton. 

Similitude to the Deity was not regarded in the things they 
gave divine worGip to, and looked on as fymbols of the 
"rod they worfiiipped. Stillingpeet. 

& If we compare the pidture of a man, drawn at the years 
offeventeen, with that of the fame perfon at the years of 
threefcore, hardly the leaft trace or fimilitude of one face can 
be found in the other. _ _ South’s Sermons. 

Fate fome future bard Gall join, 

In fad fimilitude of griefs to mine, 

Condemn’d whole years in abfence to deplore. 

And image charms he muft behold no more. Pope. 

2. Comparifon; fimile. 

Plutarch, in the firft of his tradlates, by fundry fimilitudes, 
fhews us the force of education. fVtotton. 

Taffo, in his fimilitudes, never departed from the woods ; 
that is, all his comparifons were taken from the country. Dryd. 

Si'mitar. n.f. [See Ci'meter.] A crooked or falcated 
{word with a convex edge. 

To Simmer, v. n. [A word made probably from the found, 
but written by Skinner , fimber.] T o boil gently ; to boil 
with a gentle biffing. 

Place a veffel in warm fand, increafing the heat by de¬ 
grees, till the fpirit fimmer or boil a little. Boyle. 

Their vital heat aod moifture may always not only fimber 
in one fluggiG tenour, but fometimes boil up higher, and 
feeth over ; the fire of life being more than ordinarily kind¬ 
led upon fome emergent occafion. 

More’s Antidote againfi Athcifm. 

Si'mnel. [n.f. [fimnellus,\ ow Latin.] A kind of fweet bread 
or cake. 

Simoni'ack. n.f. [fimoniaque, French; fimoniacus , Latin.] 
One who buys or fells preferment in the church.' 

If the bifhop alleges that the perfon prefented is a fimo- 
niac, or unlearned, they are to proceed to trial. Aylijfe. 

Simoni'acal. adj. [from Jimoniac.] Guilty of buying or fell¬ 
ing ecclefiaftical preferment. 

Add to your criminals the fimoniacal ladies, who feduce the 
facred order ihto the difficulty of breaking their troth. Sped?. 

SPmony. n. ft. [fimonie, French \ fimonia, Latin.] The crime of 
buying or felling church preferment. 

One that by fuggeftion 
Tied all the kingdom; Jimony was fair play, 

His own opinion was his law. Shakefipeare’s Henry VIII. 
Many papers remain in private hands, of which one is of 
fimony ; and I wiG the world might fee it, that it might un¬ 
deceive fome patrons, who think they have difeharged that 
great truft to God and man, if they take no money for a 
living, though it may be parted with for other ends lets jufti- 
iiable. ^ Walton s Life of Bijhop Sanderfon. 

No fimony nor finecure is known ; 

There works the bee, no honey for the drone. Garth. 

To Simper, v. n. [from pymbelan, Saxon, to keep holiday, 
Skinner.. He derives fimmer from the fame word, and con¬ 
firms his etymology by writing it fimber. It is perhaps de¬ 
rived from fimmer, as jt may feem to imitate the dimples of 

water gently boiling.] To fmile; generally to fmile fooliG- 

\y. 

A made countenance about her mouth between fimpering 
and fmiling, her head bowed fomewhat down, feemed to lan- 
guilh with over much idlenefs. Sidney. 

I charge you, O men, for the love you bear to women, as 
1 perceive by your fimpering none of you hate them, to like 
as muen as pleafes them. Shakefipeare’s As you like it. 

otars above fimper and Gine, 

As having keys unto thy love, while poor I pine. Herbert. 

Let then the fair one beautifully cry, 

Lreft in fmiles of fweet Cecilia Gine, 

Tithfi/np’ring angels, palms and harps divine. Bote 

Simper. f, [f rom the verb.] Smile; generally a foolifh 

The wit at his elbow flared him in the f.ice, with fo be- 

kiivfnf f 3 gdn ’ ,‘ hat thewhiffler relaxed hi * fibres into a 
M and at length burft out into an open laugh. Add. 

Great T.bbald nods: the proud Parnaffian fneer, 

■)e confcious fimper, and the jealous leer. 

Mix on his look 
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Simple, adj. [fimplex, Latin; fimple,^ French.] 

1 Plain; artlefs; unGilled; undefigmng; ftneere; harmlefs. 
Were it not to fatisfy the minds of th tfimpler fort of men, 

thefe nice curiofities are not worthy the labour which we be- 

ftow to anfwer them. Hooter. 

They meet upon the way, 7 , . 

A fimple huGandman in garments grey. Hubbcra s dale. 

I am a fimple woman, much too weak ^ 

T’ oppofe your cunning. Shakefpeare s Hen. V IIL 

O Ethelinda, 

My heart was made to fit and pair with thine, 

Simple and plain, and fraught with artlefs tendernefs ; Rowe. 

2. Uncompounded; unmingled; fingle; only one ; plain; not 
complicated. 

To make the compound pafs for the rich metal fimple, is 
an adulteration or counterfeiting. Bacon. 

Simple philofophically ftgnifies fingle, but vulgarly fooliG. 

IViitts. 

Amontr fubftances fome are called fimple, fome compound, 
whether taken in a philofophical or vulgar fenfe. IVatto 
If we take fimple and compound in a vulgar fenfe, then, all 
thofe are fimple fubftances which are generally efteemea uni¬ 
form in their natures: fo every herb is called a fimple, and 
every metal a mineral; though the chymift perhaps may find 
all his feveral elements in each of them. Watts’s Logicks. 

Let Newton, pure intelligence, whom God 
To mortals lent, to trace his boundlefs works. 

From laws, fublimely fimple, lpeak thy fame 

In all philofophy. Tbomfon s Summer. 

3. Silly ; not wife ; not cunning. 

The fimple believeth every word; but the prudent man 
looketh well to his going. Prov. xv. 

I would have you wife unto that which is good, and fimple 
concerning evil. Rom. xvi. 19; 

Dick, fimple odes too many fliow 
My fervile complaifance to Cloe. « , Prior. 

Simple. «./. [fimple, French.] A fingle ingredient in a medi¬ 
cine ; a drug. It is popularly ufed for an herb. 

Of fimples in thefe groves that grow, 

We’ll learn the perfedf Gill; 

The nature of each herb to know, 

Which cures, and which can kill. Draytons ofiCynthia'i 

Our fofter nurfe of nature is repofe. 

The which he lacks ; that to provoke in him. 

Are many fimples operative, whofe power 

Will clofe the eye of anguiG. Shakefpcare’s K. Lear ; 

He would ope his leathern fcrip. 

And Gew me fimples of a thoufand names. 

Telling their ftrange and vigorous faculties Milton. 

What virtue is in this remedy lies in the naked fimple itfelf, 
as it comes over from the Indies. Temple. 

Around its entries nodding poppies grow. 

And all cool Jimples that fweet reft beftow; 

Night from the plants their fleepy virtue drains. 

And palling, fiieds it on the filent plains. Dryden. 

Med’cine is mine : what herbs and Jimples grow 
In fields and forefts, all their pow’rs I know. 

And am the great phyfician call’d. Dryden. 

To Simple, v. n. To gather fimples. 

As once the foaming boar he chas’d, 

Lafcivious Circe well the youth furvey’d. 

As fimpling on the flow’ry hills he ftray’d. Garth. 

Si'mpless. n.f. [funplejfe, French.] Simplicity; fillinefs; folly. 
An obfolete word. 

Their weeds been not fo nighly were. 

Such fimpleffe mought them Gend, 

T hey been yclad in purple and pall, 

^ They reign and rulen over all. Spenfer’ s Paftorals. 

Simpleness, n.f. [fro m fimple.] The quality of being fimple. 

I will hear that play: 

For never any thing can be amifs, 

When fimplenefs and duty tender it. Shakefpeare. 

Such perfedf elements may be found in thefe four known 
bodies that we call pure ones ; for they are leaft compounded, 
and approach moft to the fimplenefs of the elements. Digby. 

Simple'r. n.f [fromfimple.] A fimplift. An herbarift. 

Sl n 'f' ^ r0m A filly mortal; a trifler; a 

fooliG fellow. A low word. 

A country farmer fent his man to look after an ox • the 
fimpleton went hunting up and down till he found hirn in a 
wood. L'EH • 

Thofe letters may prove a diferedit, as lading as mercenary 
icriDbJers, or curious funpletons can make it. p ote 

SiMPLt'o.TV. n.f [fimpiicitas, Latin ; [implicit}, French .1 ’ 

t l. ainnefs; artleffnefs; not fubtilty; not cunning; not deceit. 
T he Tweet-minded Phtloclea was in their degree of well 
doing to whom the not knowing of evil ferveth lor a ground 
of virtue, and hold their inward powers in better form, with 
an un po e fimphcity , than many who rather cunningly feek 
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